72            BLESSED DIDACUS (DIOGO) CARVALHO     [FEB. 22

16th June 1819. For eight months he was carried from prison to prison,
all the while being subjected to the various judicial tortures of the country,
being now beaten on the face with leather straps, and now confined in a
wooden cage, where one could not lie, sit, stand, or kneel! On 1st January
1820 Fr, Get and a Chinese priest, Fr, Chen, were sentenced to death
at Hou Pe, and in February following the Emperor confirmed the death
penalty in the case of Fr. Clet, for " deceiving and corrupting " great
numbers of the people by teaching them the Christian religion. Early in
the morning of i8th February, the Martyr-rnissioner was taken outside
the walls of the city and there, before an immense multitude, bound to a
cross and slowly strangled to death. It was noted at the time that every
one, from the Emperor, who confirmed the sentence, down to the renegade
who had betrayed the deceased, met with a violent death within six months
of the tragedy! Even the heathens were impressed by the fact, and as
some of them phrased it: M See how all the persecutors of that religion
have perished 1 " The venerable remains of the heroic missioner were
buried in the Christian Cemetery at Oucheng-Fu, but in 1868 were trans-
ferred to France, and interred beneath the altar of the Chapel of the Mother
House of the Lazarists at Paris. In 1843 ^e Martyr was declared vener-
able by Gregory XVI, and on 27th May, 1900, Leo XIII pronounced his
Beatification. The life, heroic labours and death of the Blessed Francis Regis
Clet have been a source of inspiration to many a labourer in this remote
corner of the Vineyard of the Lord, and among them to the Bl. Jean Gabriel
Perboyre, who, in 1840, shed his blood in the same sphere and cause, con-
secrated by so many martyrs and confessors during the past several centuries.

[An excellent biographical notice of the BL F. R, Clet appeared
under the title of " A Modern Martyr/* by Arthur Barry, in
The Ave Maria> February, 1926.]
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BLESSED DIDACUS (DIOGO) CARVALHO, SJ,, MARTYR

(1578-1624)

HE was born at Coimbra, 1578, and entered the Society of Jesus,
November, 1594. He sailed for the Chinese Mission, 1600, and was for
sometime stationed at Macao, province of Quang-Jung. Proceeded to
Japan, 1609. Although a more or less continuous persecution had been
on foot since it was first started by Taico Sama, in 1 597, the Jesuit Missions
and congregations in the country were even then extremely flourishing, one
of the Fathers, Valignano, having as late a$ 1606, the year of his death, no